


BACKGROUND

� Computerized system to monitor and control 
movements through border posts

� Developed in 1988 \ 89 and replaced paper 
systems

� Transversal system which is used by the 
following institutions:



MCS USERS
DEPARTMENT OF HOME AFFAIRS USERS

REGIONAL OFFICES
DISTRICT OFFICES
SERVICE POINTS
PORTS OF ENTRY

HEAD OFFICE M.C.S. DIVISIONS
HANIS

POPULATION REGISTER

EXTERNAL USERS

CITIZENS TRAVELLING
FOREIGNERS TRAVELLING

SA POLICE SERVICES
INTERPOL

CORRECTIONAL SERVICES
SECURITY SERVICES

CENTRAL STATISTICAL SERVICES
ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS AND 

TOURISM
FOREIGN AFFAIRS

MISSIONS 
PARLIAMENT

PUBLIC
MEDIA

OTHER GOVERNMENT DEPTS



MAIN COMPONENTS

�VISA SYSTEM

�ADMISSION CONTROL SYSTEM

�MAINFRAME



VISA SYSTEM
� Registration of applications
� Capturing of data
� Evaluation of applications
� Decision making
� Printing of visa
� Dispatching computerized 

visa
� Transmission of data to 

Head Office
� Transmission of data to 

border posts

� Particulars of traveller 
available when he 
arrives at border post

� Security - fraudulent 
visas caught out

� Expedite the clearance 
process at port of entry



SCREEN LAYOUT



VISA LABEL



TRANSMISSION OF DATA

Visa System
 at Missions

FTP

Data Control Centre

PC System
 at Border Posts

Internet

FROM MISSIONS TO BORDER POSTS
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ADMISSION CONTROL SYSTEM



SCREEN LAYOUT 



TEMPORARY RESIDENCE 
PERMIT



TRANSMISSION OF DATA

Mainframe

V-sat
FTP

Modem

Data Control Centre

FTP

PC System at
Border Posts

FROM BORDER POSTS TO THE MAINFRAME



Process of transfers

• Transfers done daily by ports of entry
• Transfers downloaded to Data Control 

Centre daily
• Departmental warning lists updated 

weekly and on ad hoc basis
• Data bundles created at DCC and 

uploaded unto the mainframe



BORDER POST



BORDER POST



BORDER POST



MAINFRAME



TRP LABEL



DATA AVAILABLE ON THE MAINFRAME

� Personal particulars of a traveller:

� Surnames, Names, D.O.B, Country of 
Residence etc. 

� Particulars on specific movements:

�Transport number, passport number, border 
post, date of movement, time of movement, 

� Statistics on:

� Number of travellers, per border post, per 
nationality, per purpose of visit, etc.



ADVANTAGES OF THE MCS



Current Initiatives
� Rewrite of system in new technology – on-line 

applications, etc.
� Integration of all systems to form one uniform 

Migration System
� Introduction of Biometric technology

• Biometrics (finger or iris)
• Photograph
• Passport bio data
• Additional data
• Digital signature
• Voice recording




