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Day 3: Session 7: Overview 
08:30-10:00 Session 7: Setting Up TSA, tool for tourism policy 

► 
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Session 7: Why TSA? 

• “TSA is the authoritative source of the direct contributions of tourism 

demand to national economies. As such, it has been a 

groundbreaking development for understanding tourism as an 

economic activity in the same terms that, for example, 

manufacturing or agriculture are understood. However, as it is an 

economic account, the TSA is not designed to generate all of the 

economic impact variables that policy-makers may need.”  

– Frechtling, D (2013)   

• Without good accounting (data has been directly observed), no 

simulations or modeling techniques can substitute inaccuracy of the 

basic data on tourism as an industry.  

• As we view TSA tables, tables depends on good tourism statistics.  

3 



• Table 1 
4.36 Table 1 to 3 describe the most 

important component of tourism 

consumption: namely tourism expenditure, 

which includes not only what visitors pay for 

out of their own budget or pocket, but also 

what producers (businesses, governments 

and non-profit institutions serving 

households (NPISH)) or others spend for 

their benefit (transportation, 

accommodation, etc.), on which visitors are 

usually able to report fairly well. Tourism 

expenditure excludes social transfers in 

kind, except when they correspond to 

refunds of expenditure made initially by the 

visitor (as in the case of some health 

services) as well as expenditure, actual or 

imputed, associated with all types of 

vacation home ownership. 

4.37. Table 1 focuses on inbound 

tourism, table 2 on domestic tourism and 

table 3 on outbound tourism, by products 

and classes of visitors. 
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Table 2_2nd part  
 

4.37. Table 1 focuses on inbound 

tourism, table 2 on domestic tourism 

and table 3 on outbound tourism, by 

products and classes of visitors. 
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Table 2  
 

4.37. Table 1 focuses on inbound 

tourism, table 2 on domestic tourism 

and table 3 on outbound tourism, by 

products and classes of visitors. 
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Table 3  
4.37. Table 1 focuses on inbound tourism, table 2 on domestic tourism and table 3 on outbound 

tourism, by products and classes of visitors. 
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Table 4  
4.29  Table 4 leads to the 

estimation of total internal tourism 

consumption by summing domestic 

and inbound tourism expenditure 

(from tables 1 and 2) and all 

additional components that have to 

be taken into consideration to 

obtain internal tourism 

consumption (para. 4.15) since 

these adjustments are not easily 

attributable to the different forms of 

tourism. The key aggregate 

derived from table 4 is internal 

tourism consumption, which will 

be compared to domestic supply 

(globally and by product) in table 6. 
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Table 5  
4.30. Table 5 is the supply table, which, 

though focusing on tourism characteristic 

products and tourism industries, includes (in 

rows) all products that circulate in the 

economy of reference as well as all 

industries (in columns). Its scope is similar 

to that of the production accounts in the 

national accounts, although classifications 

and some treatments are different. The 

column other industries shows the 

aggregated value of supply corresponding to 

all industries other than tourism industries in 

the economy.  

The format requires at a minimum the use of 

the categories of products and industries that 

have been recommended in chapter 3. 

Countries are encouraged to use a more 

detailed breakdown as needed in order to 

improve the relevance of these data. 
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Table 7 - 4.32. Table 7 presents employment in the tourism industries; it is included 

because of the frequent strategic importance of tourism in the development of an 

employment policy. 
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Table 7 _ 2nd part - 4.32. Table 7 presents employment in the tourism industries; 

it is included because of the frequent strategic importance of tourism in the development 

of an employment policy. 
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Table 8 - 4.33. As noted 

above (para. 4.6), the compilation of 

tables 8 and 9, concerning 

tourism gross fixed capital 

formation and tourism collective 

consumption, is accorded 

a lower priority. 
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Table 8 - 4.33. As noted above (para. 4.6), the compilation of tables 8 and 9, concerning 

tourism gross fixed capital formation and tourism collective consumption, is accorded a lower priority. 
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Table 9 - 4.33. As noted above (para. 4.6), the compilation of tables 8 and 9, concerning 

tourism gross fixed capital formation and tourism collective consumption, is accorded a lower priority. 

p70 
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Table 10 - 4.34.  
Table 10 presents a limited number of non-

monetary indicators that are required to 

assist the estimation and support the 

interpretation of the information presented in 

tables 1 to 7. Countries are encouraged to 

develop more indicators of this type, 

according to their needs, using the 

information on characteristics of visitors and 

tourism industries as recommended in 

International Recommendations for Tourism 

Statistics 2008 

 

4.77. The System of National Accounts 2008 

states explicitly that physical indicators are 

an important component of satellite accounts 

and therefore they should not be viewed as 

secondary items of the Tourism Satellite 

Account (see SNA 2008, para. 29.84). 

However, further work will be required to 

improve the link between the provisional list 

of non-monetary indicators and the monetary 

tables. The data contained in this table will 

assist in the use of non-monetary indicators 

as a key element in tourism analysis. 

p70 
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Table 10 - 4.34.  
Table 10 presents a limited number of non-

monetary indicators that are required to 

assist the estimation and support the 

interpretation of the information presented in 

tables 1 to 7. Countries are encouraged to 

develop more indicators of this type, 

according to their needs, using the 

information on characteristics of visitors and 

tourism industries as recommended in 

International Recommendations for Tourism 

Statistics 2008 

 

4.77. The System of National Accounts 2008 

states explicitly that physical indicators are 

an important component of satellite accounts 

and therefore they should not be viewed as 

secondary items of the Tourism Satellite 

Account (see SNA 2008, para. 29.84). 

However, further work will be required to 

improve the link between the provisional list 

of non-monetary indicators and the monetary 

tables. The data contained in this table will 

assist in the use of non-monetary indicators 

as a key element in tourism analysis. p72 


