
 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT TAKES CENTRE STAGE FOR WORLD TOURISM DAY 

2016 

 

KUALA LUMPUR, 27 September 2016 – HELP University’s School of Hospitality and 

Tourism celebrated World Tourism Day, promoting this year’s theme of “ Tourism 

for all, promoting Universal Accessibility” that showcased engagement with local 

populations as one of the pillars of sustainable development. 

This event is a joint initiative of the United Nations World Tourism Organisation 

(UNWTO) and HELP University. The purpose of World Tourism Day (WTD) is to 

foster awareness among the international community on the importance of 

tourism and its social, cultural, political and economic value.  

The event addressed global challenges outlined in the United Nations Millennium 

Development Goals (MDGs) and highlighted the contributions that the tourism 

sector could make in reaching its goals.  

As the theme of this event was Accessible Tourism, it is important to bear in mind 

that tourism is for all, from people with disabilities, senior citizens and families 

travelling with small children. Sooner or later all, citizens will appreciate the 

advantages of universal accessibility.  

The official inauguration of World Tourism Day at HELP University was launched by 

the UNDP Programme Manager, Biodiversity and Sustainable Development, Ms. 

Gan Pek Chuan, who spoke on the importance of tourism as an important source 

of income for the Malaysian economy and about its upward rate of growth.  

Ms. Gan Pek Chuan said, “Everyone has the right to access and experience tourism 

services on an equal axis, yet one million people around the world who are living 

with disability along with young children, seniors and people with other access 

requirements still face obstacles in facing even the basic fundamentals of travel. 

Even with modern technology, these people are still being left out”. Mr Phua Tai 

Neng-CEO,MATTA,Dato Dr Zacharia-Deputy VC HELP,Prof Dr Mohd.Salehuddin 

B.Mohd Zahari-TEAM( Tourism Educators Association Malaysia) president and 

Cynthia Tan Bee Sim,Vice President - Education & Training ,MATTA were presented  

in this celebrations. 



  

 

Ms. Gan Pek Chuan urged policy makers, destination planners and tourism 

operators to work with people with special needs to help remove mental and 

physical barriers to travel. 

HELP University’s School of Hospitality and Tourism’s Director, Dr. Souji 

Gopalakrishna Pillai concluded, “No matter what our situation is, let us recall that 

all of the world’s citizens have the right to experience the incredible diversity of 

this planet. To help feed this urge, all countries, destinations and industries should 

promote accessibility for all travelers, regardless of their physical capabilities.” 

World Tourism Day at HELP was made more memorable with various local dances 

such as a Bharatanatyam dance as well as a presentation by one of HELP’s Danish 

students. During this event, it was apparent that all the different cultures were 

working together to ensure that this event went as smoothly as possible.  

For the last quarter-century, World Tourism Day, which is held annually on 27 

September, has aimed to foster awareness of the importance of tourism and its 

social, cultural, political and economic impact. This year’s official celebration will 

be held in Bangkok, Thailand and will continue to promote this theme. 

Reaching universal accessibility in tourism is a shared responsibility of all parties 

involved in the tourism value chain, as well as a business opportunity for companies 

and destinations.   


