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China is a developing country with a vast area but uneven regional development. When we measure 
the contribution by tourism to employment and poverty alleviation, different perspectives and methods 
should be adopted. In recent years, I and my team have continuously conducted relevant studies. 
Here I’d like to share some of what we have found.

The contribution by tourism development to employment and poverty alleviation is significant. In 2016, 
China’s tourism industry has directly created 28.13 million jobs, accounting for about one quarter of 
the global jobs directly generated from tourism. Among the 128,000 impoverished villages in China, 
at least 50% of them have the prospects for rural tourism development. In fact, the number of 
migrant workers has been growing at a slowing-down yearly pace since 2010, leaving a considerable 
proportion of them engaged in local tourism employment. In quite a lot of rural areas in China, tourism 
has become the driver of local employment and the income promotion for peasants. As is estimated, 
during the 12th Five-Year Plan (excluding 2015), tourism development has helped more than 10% of 
the poor out of poverty, with more than 10 million people leaving poverty.

The measure of tourism contribution to employment and poverty alleviation still requires methodological 
innovations. Combining travel satellite account (TSA) and input-output methods, we have effectively 
measured the direct and indirect contribution by tourism to employment. We have also measured 
the the number and consumption of rural tourists both in the national and provincial levels with 
the help of mobile phone signaling data. In the near future, with data concerning the location of 
impoverished areas, the incidence of poverty, etc., we are considering to quantitatively calculate the 
tourism contribution to employment and poverty alleviation in those specific poverty areas.
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