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Topic addressed:
Ecosystem service contribution to tourism

The need to conserve ecosystems that provide attractive landscapes and opportunities for specific 
touristic experiences to sustain the tourism-based parts of the province’s economy is demonstrat-
ed in this study. The United Nation System of Environmental-Economic Accounting Experimental 
Ecosystem Accounting (SEEA-EEA) framework guided the preparation of the ecosystem recreation 
services account, complemented by modified Recreation Opportunity Spectrum (ROS) in spatial 
modelling of recreation services. The three keys steps included analysis of: (1) attractiveness of the 
landscape for tourism expressed as ROS; (2) contribution of the ecosystems in the province to tour-
ism expressed as number of overnight stays per hectare, involving spatial allocation of statistics; (3) 
monetary valuation expressed as resource rent. High ROS values were observed in northern Palawan 
particularly around San Vicente and El Nido and Coron due to high rating in naturalness, proximity 
to airport and roads, and presence of many sites conducive for recreation. Ecosystems in Puerto 
Princesa City, El Nido, and Coron generated the highest number of overnight stays per hectare, and 
also in terms of revenue and resource rent. Some areas in southern Palawan with high ROS values or 
tourism potential, particularly Mt. Mantalingahan Protected Landscape, but with low overnight stays 
per hectare have key potential to increase tourism, if tourism facilities are established. Since tourism 
in Palawan is due to ecosystems and ecological properties, loss or degradation of these ecosystems 
could result to collapse of this industry in the province. This ecosystem recreation service account 
can be used to support planning of tourism and recreation resources development, to better under-
stand the profits generated from tourism, and basis for distributing a part of the economic benefits 
from tourism as a means to improve quality of life in the remote rural areas.
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