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Wealth Accounting and Valuation of Ecosystem 
Services – Philippines  

This is PALAWAN 

 

• Home to two UN Heritage sites – Puerto Princesa 
Underground River; Tubbataha Reefs Natural Park 

• Tagged as ‘top island in the world’, ‘world’s best 
island’, ‘most beautiful island in the world’  

Photo: P. Petrignani l La Venta; Puerto Princesa City Government Photo: Palawan Council for Sustainable Development Staff 
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• Around 2,000 

kilometers coastline 

distributed over 1,700 
islands 

•96 identified caves 

• Forested mountains 

•32 Key Biodiversity 

Areas 

•9 Protected Areas  

Palawan’s Natural Capital 

System of Environmental-
Economic Accounting 

Experimental Ecosystem 
Accounting  (SEEA EEA) 

modified Recreation 
Opportunity Spectrum 

(ROS) 

Three key steps involved analysis of:  

(1) attractiveness of the landscape for 
tourism expressed as ROS;  

(2) contribution of the ecosystems 
in the province to tourism expressed as 
the number of overnight stays per 
hectare, that involved the spatial 
allocation of statistics;  

(3) monetary value of the service 
contributing to tourism, expressed as 
resource rent.  
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Figure 1. Computed ROS for whole 
Palawan. A high ROS score indicates a 
high attractiveness for tourism.  

  

Province of Palawan 

Figure 2. Overnight stays generated by 

ecosystems, per ha, in 2014. 

Province of Palawan 
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Figure 3. Resource rent generated by 

ecosystems through their contribution 

to tourism in 2014.  

  

Province of Palawan 

Implications 

The account has been prepared with data 
from the Palawan Council for Sustainable 
Development, Provincial Tourism 
Promotions and Development Office, and 
City Tourism Office of Puerto Princesa City. 

 

This again shows the need for statistics at 
sub-national level and to establish efficient 
data sharing arrangements among different 
government offices. 

 

  The forthcoming PSA Satellite accounts on tourism, will be an additional important source 
to update the ecosystem service account on tourism.  
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The account can be used to 
support planning of tourism and 
recreation resources development 
at the provincial level and ensuring 
conservation of areas to sustain the 
flow of recreation services.  

 

Photo: Ramon Villanueva 
https://cdn.travelbook.ph/jalan/images/pict2L/Y6/Y936556/Y9
36556022.jpg 

It is also possible to better understand the profits generated from tourism. This 
could be a basis for distributing a part of the economic benefits from tourism as a 
means to improve quality of life in the remote rural areas. 

 

It is important to note that the benefits resulting from the 
use of ecosystems in support of tourism are additional to 
the benefits obtained from other uses. More 
comprehensive understanding of the values provided by 
the ecosystem can guide management decisions relating 
to trade-offs.  

 

 
To bring in the value of ecosystem recreation services into the national account in 
addition to the value of SNA benefits 
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Thank you and see you in Palawan! 


