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Excellences, ladies and gentlemen…
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How can Tourism contribute to the 2030 Agenda ?  

• 64 Voluntary National Reviews 
(VNRs) 

• 8 Mainstreaming, Acceleration and 
Policy Support (MAPS) country 
roadmaps 

Public 
policy 

• Analysis of Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR) of 60 global 
tourism companies 

• Accommodation, Transport, Tour 
operators and intermediaries 

Private 
sector 

• Development Cooperation (ODA, 
Aid for Trade) 

• Partnerships 
• Innovative Financing Mechanisms 

Financing 
tourism 

Build 
knowledge 

Empower 
stakeholders 

Inspire to 
act 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Building on the momentum of the 2030 Agenda, the pioneering report highlights the links between tourism and the SDGs and provides recommendations on how to steer the road towards 2030. It aims to build knowledge, empower stakeholders and inspire them to take necessary action to by aligning policies, business operations and investments with the SDGs.The report contains three chapters:Public policy: an analysis of 64 Voluntary National Reviews that were presented at the High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development in 2016 and 2017. The reviews aim to facilitate knowledge-sharing among developed and developing countries with regard to progress on SDG implementation at the national level. Secondly, we analyzed 8 Mainstreaming, Acceleration and Policy Support (MAPS) country roadmaps. The aim was to understand how tourism features in country reporting and to what extent countries perceive it as a sector for SDG advancement.Private sector: provides an overview of CSR activities of 60 global tourism companies from the accommodation, transport and tour operator industries in order to understand how they relate to the SDGs as well as to identify the remaining gaps.Financing of sustainable tourism: gives an overview of current financing for tourism, including through Official Development Assistance (ODA) and Aid for Trade, and outlines various approaches on how to leverage funding for the sector in order to maximize its impact on the SDGs.  
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Regions  VNRs  
Africa 12 
Asia Pacific 17 
Europe 21 
Latin America and Caribbean 14 

Total  64 

Public policy: Voluntary National Reviews (VNRs) 
41 out of 64 

VNRs 
mention 
tourism 

Only 13 
VNRs mention 

tourism 
ministry 
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With regard to public policy, the analysis of 64 Voluntary National Reviews has shown that tourism appears to be largely recognized as a high-impact sector with potential to advance the SDGs.41 VNRs (two thirds) make one or more direct references to tourism.However, only 13 specified that their Tourism Ministries have a role in the institutional mechanisms, leaving much room for more active involvement.



Tourism and the SDGs in the VNRs 

41 VNRs 

Life below Water 

41 countries recognize the value of tourism to achieve all 17 SDGs  
 

Decent Work and 
Economic Growth 

Responsible Consumption 
and Production 

Partnerships for the 
Goals 

Sustainable Cities 
and Communities 
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The references to tourism demonstrate that countries recognize the sector’s potential to contribute to all 17 SDGs.SDGs 8, 12 and 17, on ‘Decent Work and Economic Growth’, ‘Responsible Consumption and Production’, and ‘Partnerships for the Goals’, respectively, appear as having the strongest link with tourism.    Most of the 41 VNRs referred to tourism as an opportunity to advance the SDGs, but some also stressed the challenges within the tourism sector itself, or highlighted issues that pose a threat to the sector — both hindering tourism to reach its full potential to realize the SDGs. Most of the challenges within tourism related to SDGs 12, 14 and 11 on ‘Responsible Consumption and Production’, ‘Life below Water’ and ‘Sustainable Cities and Communities’, respectively External threats that could hinder tourism potential to contribute to sustainable development included security and peace, climate change, loss of biodiversity, natural disasters and economic instability, relating to SDGs 16, 13, 15, 11 and 8. 



Opportunities, challenges and threats 

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35

No Poverty – SDG 1 

Zero Hunger – SDG 2 

Good Health and Well-being – SDG 3 

Quality Education – SDG 4 

Gender Equality – SDG 5 

Clean Water and Sanitation – SDG 6 

Affordable and Clean Energy – SDG 7 

Decent Work and Economic Growth – SDG 8 

Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure – SDG 9 

Reduced Inequalities – SDG 10 

Sustainable Cities and Communities – SDG 11 

Responsible Consumption and Production – SDG 12 

Climate Action – SDG 13 

Life below Water – SDG 14 

Life on Land – SDG 15 

Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions – SDG 16 

Partnerships for the Goals – SDG 17 

Number of countries 

Opportunities Challenges Threats

Tourism opportunities, challenges and threats in relation to the SDGs 
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The 60 CSR reports (20 reports from each of the three industries) has found that most CSR activities are geared towards business operations, followed by host community support, which suggests that competitiveness and profitability remain the major drivers of sustainability in all three tourism industries analysed.But 39% of the CSR activities have an environmental impact, followed by 29% with a social impact. 



Private sector CSR in relation to the SDGs  
 

60 global tourism companies 

Tourism industries play a vital role in achieving all 17 SDGs 

Responsible Consumption 
and Production 

Decent Work and 
Economic Growth 

Climate Action 

No Poverty 

Quality Education 
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SDGs 12, 13, 1, 4 and 8 — ‘Responsible Consumption and Production’, ‘Climate Action’, ‘No Poverty’, ‘Quality Education and ‘Decent Work and Economic Growth’, respectively — accounted for most of the matches with current CSR activities.Yet, very few of the current private sector activities address issues related to SDGs 10 and 11 on ‘Reduced Inequalities’ and ‘Sustainable Cities and Communities’.  



Tourism companies: Global Goals – Local Focus 

0 100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800

No Poverty - SDG 1

Zero Hunger - SDG 2

Good Health and Well-being - SDG 3

Quality Education - SDG 4

Gender Equality - SDG 5

Clean Water and Sanitation - SDG 6

Affordable and Clean Energy - SDG 7

Decent Work and Economic Growth - SDG 8

Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure - SDG 9

Reduced Inequalities - SDG 10

Sustainable Cities and Communities - SDG 11

Responsible Consumption and Production - SDG 12

Climate Action - SDG 13

Life below Water - SDG 14

Life on Land - SDG 15

Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions - SDG 16

Partnerships for the Goals - SDG 17

Number of CSR activities 

CSR activities per SDG, in total and by tourism industry 

Total Tour operators Transportation Accommodation
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The findings of the report show that development cooperation in tourism remains low… But the growing recognition of tourism’s contribution to the SDGs offers new opportunities for increased ODA disbursements to the sector. Some donor countries are becoming increasingly aware of tourism’s potential to drive development. 19 of the 64 VNRs were submitted by ODA donor countries: their current priorities seem to be SDGs 5 and 16 on ‘Gender Equality’ and ‘Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions’, followed by SDGs 8 on ‘Decent Work and Economic Growth’ and SDG 13 on ‘Climate Action’ .Tourism decision-makers should ensure that tourism initiatives are fully in line with the priorities of donor countries! 



Financing sustainable tourism 
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Number of countries 

SDG priorities of 19 ODA donor countries 

• Development cooperation in tourism 
remains low but the growing recognition 
of tourism’s contribution to the SDGs 
offers new opportunities for increased 
ODA disbursements to the sector.  

 
• 19 of 64 VNRs were from ODA donor 

countries and indicated thematic 
priorities in development cooperation: 

 
Tourism decision-makers should align 
tourism initiatives with donor countries’ 
priorities 
 
 

SDGs 16, 5, 8, 13, 1 
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The findings of the report show that development cooperation in tourism remains low… But the growing recognition of tourism’s contribution to the SDGs offers new opportunities for increased ODA disbursements to the sector. Some donor countries are becoming increasingly aware of tourism’s potential to drive development. 19 of the 64 VNRs were submitted by ODA donor countries: their current priorities seem to be SDGs 5 and 16 on ‘Gender Equality’ and ‘Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions’, followed by SDGs 8 on ‘Decent Work and Economic Growth’ and SDG 13 on ‘Climate Action’ .Tourism decision-makers should ensure that tourism initiatives are fully in line with the priorities of donor countries! 



Tourism and SDGs, key findings 

• Become more active in national SDG processes 
• Build more coherent dialogue among all stakeholders as 

tourism is a cross-cutting sector 
• Encourage and support the tourism private sector  

Public 
policy 

• Competitiveness is the key driver of sustainability 
• Create awareness of the economic benefits of 

sustainability, and measure impacts 
• SMEs can and should engage to realize the SDGs  

Private 
sector 

• Increase aid to maximize tourism’s contribution to the 
SDGs 

• Aid should relate to countries’ strategy and sector needs 
• Financing of tourism should go beyond development 

cooperation, including innovative financing 

Financing 
tourism 



The way forward… 
• Be involved in national SDG strategies/Voluntary National Reviews  
• Shape more inclusive and integrated tourism policies 
• Assess and monitor tourism’s contribution and to the SDGs  
• Build capacity and create incentives for private sector Research & 

Development, including for SMEs 

Public 
policy 

• Share experiences, good practices and engage in the STP 10YFP 
• Increase value chains uptake through local purchasing of goods and 

services 
• Continue investing in people, the planet, ICT and other technologies 
• Measure and monitor the impact 

Private 
sector 

• Invest in tourism as a priority sector for achieving the SDGs 
• Align development cooperation with the countries priorities, including 

tourism 
• Embrace innovative financing mechanisms and partnerships 
• Design and implement incentives, smart subsidies for tourism 

enterprises 

Financing 
tourism 



The 2030 Agenda…2018 and beyond 
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Presentation Notes
As a response to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Sustainable Development Goals, which were agreed upon by all world leaders in 2015, UNWTO and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) have joined forces to create the Tourism and the Sustainable Development Goals – Journey to 2030 report. 
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