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Sudan is the third largest country in Africa. The
country is bordered by seven countries: Egypt,
Ethiopia, Eritrea, South Sudan, the Central African
Republic, Chad and Libya. Sudan is essentially a
country of vast plains, with a few widely separated
groups of hills and mountains such as the Imatong in
the South and the Red Sea Hills in the East. The White
Nile flows though the country, emptying into Lake
Nubia in the north, the largest manmade lake in the
world, while the Blue Nile flows from Ethiopia. The
River Nile divides the country into eastern and western
halves while the Red Sea lies on the eastern coast
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The tourism potential of Sudan is unique and its first 
component is the hospitality of its people. Very 
well positioned for leisure and recreation, the 
country also presents interesting and rewarding 
opportunities for archaeologists with numerous 
archaeological sites. Contrary to what is the best 
known of the public, Sudan has more pyramids 
than Egypt. More than 200 pyramids have been 
discovered in and around Meroe which gained 
world heritage site status from UNESCO in 2011.

Project title:

Strengthening the System of 
Tourism Statistics (STS) and 
Development of a Tourism 
Satellite Account (TSA)

Duration : 36 months

Sector : Tourism

Executing Government 
Agency :

Ministry of Tourism, Antiquities 
and Wildlife (MTAW)

Technical Assistance :
World Tourism Organization 
(UNWTO)

Total budget : 568.194 U.S. dollars
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The project of Strengthening the System of
Tourism Statistics (STS) and Development of a
Tourism Satellite
Account (TSA) in Sudan aims to support the

government’s policy of economic diversification in
order to reach a more
stable economic growth path. Its objective is to

provide the country with a reliable, consistent and
appropriate System of Tourist
Information that can define the sector in all its

facets and measure its contribution to the national
economy.

The project of Strengthening the System of
Tourism Statistics (STS) and Development of a
Tourism Satellite Account (TSA) in Sudan aims
to support the government’s policy of economic
diversification in order to reach a more stable
economic growth path. Its objective is to provide
the country with a reliable, consistent and
appropriate System of Tourist Information that
can define the sector in all its facets and
measure its contribution to the national
economy.
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• The project will be carried out jointly by
national and international consultants,
members of the Ministry of Tourism,
Antiquities and Wildlife (MTAW) and other
public entities concerned, with technical
assistance provided by the World Tourism
Organization (UNWTO). An Inter-institutional
Platform, created for the occasion, will review,
monitor and ensure the smooth running of
project activities.

• The project itself will be carried out in five 
successive phases:

• Phase 1, for 3 months, will be devoted to the 
setup of a functional, proactive and synergistic 
Inter-institutional Platform for STS and TSA. 
Simultaneously, the revitalization and 
empowerment of the Statistics Department of 
the MTAW must be implemented. This 
Department must compile statistics and provide 
leadership for the development of tourism 
statistics and TSA in Sudan.
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• Phase 2, for 4 months, will be the one of the
consolidation of statistics of international passenger
flows and accommodation statistics. At the same time,
it will be necessary to lay the groundwork for different
statistical operations necessary for the Experimental
TSA.

•Phase 3 will be the analysis of internal tourism
consumption and tourism supply in the country. It will
have 17 months of duration and will be marked by data
collection through census and new surveys, and by
updating the already carried out surveys to facilitate
good data collection for the development of TSA tables.

• Phase 4 will capitalize the results of the various
surveys carried out during Phase 3 and the ones
in progress. An experimental TSA will be launched
and validated. At the same time, tourism Balance
of Payment (BOP) statistics will also be processed

• The project will conclude with Phase 5, which will
complete the missing TSA tables by estimating
Gross fixed capital formation (GFCF) and
collective tourism consumption. This phase will
extend over 4 months. By this time, Sudan's TSA
will be effective.
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