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Executive summary 
 

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has informed the Secretary-General of its intention to establish a 
UNWTO Regional Office for the Middle East to strengthen the cooperation and support of the 
UNWTO for the Middle East Region, with a view to be operative from 2020-2021 for a period of 
fifteen years. 

Such Regional Office would constitute an integral part of the Organization (Category I) in line 
with the conditions and criteria adopted by the General Assembly at its 21st session through 
resolution 656(XXI), and for which a corresponding draft Host Country Agreement has been 
prepared. 

At the request of Saudi Arabia, the Secretary-General is hereby submitting the proposal for 
establishing a UNWTO Regional Office for the Middle East in Riyadh for the consideration of the 
Executive Council and subsequent ratification by the General Assembly. 

Upon receiving a mandate by the Executive Council, the Secretariat will conclude a Host 
Country Agreement with the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia for the establishment and functioning of 
the UNWTO Regional Office with a view to start its operations in 2020-2021, fully financed by 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia through a voluntary contribution. 

If approved and operative, the UNWTO Regional Office for the Middle East will be established in 
Riyadh as an integral part of the Organization to carry out the functions assigned to it by the 
General Assembly and the Secretary-General. 
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DRAFT DECISION
1
 

Agenda item 3(c) 
Establishment of a UNWTO Regional Office for the Middle East in Saudi Arabia 

(document CE/112/3(c)) 
 

The Executive Council, 

Noting that the Minister of Tourism of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, H.E. Mr. Ahmed bin Aqil Alkhateeb, 
informed the Secretary-General of the intention of Saudi Arabia to establish a UNWTO Regional Office for 
the Middle East to strengthen the cooperation and support of the UNWTO for the Middle East Region,  

Having examined the information submitted by the Secretary-General on the proposal to establish a 
UNWTO Regional Office for the Middle East in Riyadh, 

Recalling the conditions and criteria for external entities adopted by the General Assembly at its 21
st
 

session through resolution 656(XXI), 

1. Endorses the proposal of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia on the establishment of a UNWTO Regional 
Office in Riyadh; and 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to conclude the necessary procedures and signature of the Host 
Country Agreement for the establishment of the Regional Office with a view to start its operations in 
2020-2021 and to submit a progress report to the next session of the Executive Council.  

 
  
 
 
 
 

                                            
1
This is a draft decision. For the final decision adopted by the Council, please refer to the Decisions document issued at the end of 

the session. 



 
 

CE/112/3(c) 

Page 3 of 7 
 

I. Proposal to establish a UNWTO Regional Office for the Middle East  

 
1. Through a letter dated 16 June 2020, the Minister of Tourism of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, H.E. 

Mr. Ahmed bin Aqil Alkhateeb, informed the Secretary-General of the intention of Saudi Arabia to 
establish a UNWTO Regional Office for the Middle East. A copy of the letter is attached to the 
present document as Annex I. 
 

2. During the recent visit of the Secretary-General to Saudi Arabia on 28 August 2020, the Minister of 
Tourism reaffirmed his government’s interest that Riyadh hosts the UNWTO Regional Office for the 
Middle East, with a view to be operative for a period of fifteen years from 2020-2021 , and 
expressed his wish to inform all Members of the Council in its upcoming 112

th
 session. 

 
3. The Secretariat has shared with designated officials from the Ministry of Tourism a draft Host 

Country Agreement in line with the conditions and criteria for external entities that are an integral 
part of the Organization (Category I) adopted by the General Assembly at its 21

st
 session through 

resolution 656(XXI). A full list of the conditions applying to Category I entities is attached to the 
present document as Annex II. 

 
4. At the request of Saudi Arabia, the Secretary-General is hereby submitting the proposal for 

establishing a UNWTO Regional Office for the Middle East in Riyadh for the consideration of the 
Executive Council in accordance with Article 20 of the Statutes and further ratification by the 
General Assembly pursuant to Article 12 (j) of the Statutes.  
 

5. Upon receiving a mandate by the Executive Council, the Secretariat will conclude a Host Country 
Agreement with the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia for the establishment and functioning of the UNWTO 
Regional Office with a view to start its operations in 2020-2021. 

Mandate and functioning of a UNWTO Regional Office in Riyadh 

6. If approved and operative, the UNWTO Regional Office for the Middle East (hereinafter “the 
Office”) will be established in Riyadh as an integral part of the Organization to carry out the 
functions assigned to it by the General Assembly and the Secretary-General. The Office will 
support and implement UNWTO’s activities in the region of the Middle East and in line with 
UNWTO´s Programme of Work. In particular, the Office will leverage the image and seize of 
UNWTO’s international presence and network of partners in the Middle East. 

7. The Office will be responsible for the coordination, follow-up and reporting of the activities 
undertaken in the Middle East through continuous relations with each and every Middle East 
Member States, as well as with the Affiliate Members in the region, the office will ensures, a fair, 
yet strategic, geographically balanced repartition of UNWTO activities. It will also establish and 
maintain relations with non-Member States in order to integrate them within the Organization and 
keep the Management informed on all relevant regional issues (priorities, requests from Members, 
etc.), and other departments on activities of their respective competency. 

8. The Office will work on meeting the specific needs of the National Tourism Authorities, local 
authorities and tourism enterprises in the region, and to conduct seminars and conferences on 
topics of interest to the tourism industry, including courses on tourism human resource 
development and tourism statistics. It will contribute actively to the dissemination and promotion of 
the operational departments’ products and gather any useful information regarding Member States, 
particularly, but not only, upon request from operational departments. 

9. The Office will work on furthering production of internationally comparable tourism statistics in the 
region, in accordance with international methodological standards, and expand their scope and 
improve their quality. The office will promote the use and analysis of tourism statistics and data in 
the design and monitoring of regional and national policies, and the development of research 
initiatives in collaboration with regional members.  

10. The Office will work have an integral role in the national tourism human capital development 
enablement and regulatory programs, and initiatives such as implementation of quality certification 
systems, monitoring current and future skills development of the sector, tour guide training and 
licensing programs, as well as provide on-going advice on priority strategic issues to regional 
members. 
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11. The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia will fully finance the Office and the implementation of its activities 
through a voluntary contribution, while other Member States and the private sector may provide 
additional voluntary contributions to complement the work of the regional office, as appropriate, and 
in accordance with the regulations and policies of the UNWTO.  
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Annex I:  Letter from the Minister of Tourism of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
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Annex II:  Conditions applying to Category I entities  

 
 
 

 


