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UNWTO and Euronews Partner to Highlight the 
Relevance of Tourism

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, 26 May 2021 - UNWTO and international broadcaster Euronews 
have signed a new agreement to work together to lead the global tourism recovery by 
highlighting the heightened economic, development, social and cultural relevance of the 
sector. 

This agreement was signed within the framework of the opening of UNWTO’s Regional 
Office in the Middle East in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. It builds on the existing cooperation 
between the UN specialized agency for tourism and this leading international 
broadcaster towards restoring trust in travel and restarting tourism. Europe is the main 
source market for Middle East, a growing tourism destination and one that is coming of 
age, as shown by the opening of the UNWTO office there. The partnership will focus on 
identifying tourism-related news that will inspire and inform viewers and showcase 
the sector’s importance to drive recovery and sustainable development for all. 

“This partnership will showcase tourism’s unique ability to provide opportunity and 
drive growth and allow us to share UNWTO’s trusted data and tourism insights with a 
wider audience”, said UNWTO Secretary-General, Zurab Pololikashvili.

Euronews’ CEO Michael Peters says: “For almost three decades, Euronews has worked 
with the biggest players in the travel & tourism industry, from airlines, hotels to tourism 
boards, countries, regions and investment agencies, crafting meaningful stories in 
15 languages and enabling a 360° communication strategy for our partners to reach 
over 140M consumers every month. During the height of the pandemic, we launched 
a dedicated “Euronews Travel” vertical, rooted in Euronews’ multi-cultural storytelling 
expertise. Our viewers are passionate about travel, but also in taking an active role 
in the future of tourism: enthusiasm has not decreased since the beginning of the 
pandemic, quite the opposite. More than 50% of Europeans plan to travel again in 
the coming six months. We are excited to work with the UNWTO to offer our viewers a 
closer relationship with this important industry and to offer our partners in this sector 
a trusted platform to share their inspirational stories with the world.”

UNWTO and Euronews will collaborate on joint tourism related research projects. 
Under the agreement, Euronews will also provide ongoing support for several UNWTO’s 
leading initiatives, including recovery communications, tourism innovation and skills 
development. 
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About Euronews 

Euronews is Europe’s leading international news media. Its mission is to empower 
people to form their own opinion, through offering a diversity of viewpoints: Euronews 
is “All Views”.

Since its launch in 1993 in Lyon (France), Euronews has been delivering impartial news 
trusted by audiences across the world, available in over 400 million homes across 160 
countries, including 67% of homes in the European Union + the UK. It reaches over 140 
million people every month, be it on TV or digital platforms. 

400 journalists of more than 30 different nationalities work across Euronews’ 12 
language editions, covering European and world news 24/7 in Arabic, English, French, 
German, Greek, Hungarian, Italian, Persian, Portuguese, Russian, Spanish and Turkish. 
Since 2018, Euronews has launched five branded affiliate projects: Euronews Albania, 
Euronews Georgia and Euronews Serbia, Euronews Romania and Euronews Bulgaria.

In 2016, Euronews group launched its sister channel Africanews, the first pan-African 
multilingual and independent news outlet. 

www.euronews.com 

www.africanews.com

About the World Tourism Organization (UNWTO)

The World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) is the United Nations specialized agency 
fostering tourism as a vehicle for equal, inclusive and sustainable development. Working 
with its Member States, international organizations and the private sector, 

UNWTO promotes safe and seamless travel for all. UNWTO also works to make tourism 
the foundation of trust and international cooperation and a central pillar of recovery. 
As part of the wider UN system, UNWTO is at the forefront of global efforts to achieve 
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, including through its ability to create 
decent jobs, promote equality and preserve natural and cultural heritage.  
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