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COMMUNICATION OF THE CHAIR (GREECE) 

 

Dear Secretary-General, 

Dear colleagues Vice-Chairs, 

Dear colleagues and friends,  

It is a great pleasure to meet with you in Greece, the birthplace of democracy, at this 

impressive hotel, located in the Constitution square of Athens, this vibrant city, with a great 

and long history. 

We are at the restart of tourism after more than one year of turbulent times for the 

world travel industry. A year during which the Commission for Europe of the UNWTO has 

been extremely active, within the greater effort of the UNWTO, to deal with the 

unprecedented health crisis. 

As Chair of the UNWTO Regional Commission for Europe, let me thank you Secretary 

General, and all Colleagues - Members of the Commission, for your close cooperation both 

on a personal and an institutional basis, in our joint efforts for the effective management of 

the pandemic and its consequences.  

On behalf of the Greek Government and of the Greek Ministry of Tourism, I express 

appreciation for the constructive collaboration, in the workings of the UNWTO Global 

Tourism Crisis Committee Technical Group, which is chaired by Greece and, of the UNWTO 

Committee for the Development of the International Code for the Protection of Tourists, and 

of other working groups.  

We all appreciate the efforts of the Secretariat and of UNWTO professionals, under 

the wise leadership of the Secretary-General.  

The international tourism community has responded well with the aim to mitigate the 

negative impact of the pandemic and promote the reactivation of travel and tourism at the 

regional as well as at global levels. 

The 66th Meeting of the UNWTO Commission for Europe comes at a crucial time for 

the reopening of tourism. From day one of this crisis, the Greek government, and the Ministry 

of Tourism in particular, stressed the need of common procedures and standards for the 

safe reopening of borders, as the way ahead for the rapid rebound of travel and tourism. We 
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supported and prioritized the restoration of travel flows, in all means of transport, based, of 

course, on the evaluation of health experts, in order to minimize the risk undertaken, with 

targeted interventions instead of generalized, horizontal restrictions on collective movement. 

In this effort, the UNWTO, as the leading international organization, spearheaded by the 

Secretary-General, has taken the lead to help the international tourism sector cope with the 

COVID-19 challenge and to create the conditions to overcome the implications, through a 

united response of the UNWTO and the member countries.  

In March 2020, the UNWTO hosted the first high-level virtual meeting, bringing 

together key UN agencies, the Chairs of its Executive Council and Regional Commissions, 

and private sector leaders, inviting them to become part of the Global Tourism Crisis 

Committee.  

Consistently supporting the advantages of multilevel governance to shape global 

decision-making, the Ministry of Tourism of Greece has relied on its close cooperation with 

the UNWTO to dispose its Chairmanship of the Commission for Europe, to the benefit of all 

member states. It is in this context that our common work, within the Technical Group of the 

UNWTO Global Tourism Crisis Committee, resulted in two important sector outputs for the 

ensuing period of time. I am referring to:  

First, the “Supporting Jobs and Economies through Travel and Tourism – A Call for 

Action to Mitigate the Socio-Economic Impact of COVID-19 and Accelerate Recovery” 

UNWTO Recommendations, and 

Second, the “Recommendations Document – White Paper”. 

These were announced during the UNWTO Global Tourism Crisis Committee’s 

meeting on the 28th of May 2020 and presented in the Commission for Europe (CEU) 

meeting on 25th June 2020. These documents were based on the public health 

recommendations, reflected the deep economic and social impact of the pandemic and 

proposed the measures needed to overcome the crisis. 

Following the initiative of the Prime Minister of Greece, and of the concerted actions 

at a European level, with the participation of the private sector, Greece submitted the 

proposal for the “establishment of a common framework for a Digital Green Certificate”. This 

has been an initiative put forward to facilitate safe free movement and to addresses aspects 

of vaccination attesting that a person has been vaccinated against coronavirus, have a 

recent negative test result, or have recovered from the disease. 

At the international level, another milestone, is the IATA Travel Pass along with other 

travel solutions, that serve as a “digital passport” to help people travel with ease, while at 

the same time meeting the necessary government requirements for tests and vaccines.  

Dear Colleagues, 

While tourism activity is recovering, I believe that during the next two years we will 

have the opportunity to continue our close cooperation for the implementation of the 

Programme of Work (PoW) of the UNWTO, regarding the Region of Europe. Our aim is that 

we move further away from the dreaded period of COVID -19 and its implications on the 

tourism industry and the world community. The results of the Survey on Members’ priorities 

for the General Programme of Work and Budget for the period 2022-2023, presented today, 

will give us the first insights for the future of the Organisation’s mandate for work.   
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Now, more than ever, we must work together in a coordinated way for the creation of 

a more resilient, competitive, safe, and sustainable tourism model, that will help the tourism 

sector thrive again. The creation of a joint group between the Regional Commission for 

Europe and the Regional Commission for the Middle East for common travel protocols is a 

responsible path to recovery for regional and global Travel and Tourism. 

Effectively, we are looking at recovering the demand of both domestic and 

international travel, which has been significantly affected by mobility restrictions and lack of 

confidence. The International Code for the Protection of Tourists, that is developed by the 

relevant UNWTO Committee, to be presented thereafter, is another important building block 

that we should capitalize to restore visitors’ trust for travel and tourism.  

This 66th meeting of the Commission for Europe is also important for another reason 

– we shall decide today who will represent us for the years to follow.  

Greece has declared and submitted its candidacy for re-election. 

In its role as Chair of the UNWTO Commission for Europe, Greece intends to continue 

sharing its experience and know-how for the purpose of promoting sustainable tourism 

development and fostering prosperity for all. Our commitment to the UNWTO and its goals 

is continuing.  

We are committed to taking the agenda of the UNWTO Organisation a step further 

and offer added value in a variety of fields that will eventually be reflected in the UNWTO 

Programme of Work. We aim to advance our common goals in innovation and digital 

transformation, in investment and entrepreneurship, in education and employment. We also 

aim to re-create the necessary environment for safe, secure, and seamless travel and, of 

course, for social, cultural, and environmental sustainability.  

To reach Europe’s full potential, we must take a step forward and join our efforts 

especially in these difficult times. Following the great example of Agenda for Africa, 

approved during the 23rd General Assembly, I have discussed with the Secretary General 

the opportunity of introducing a similar initiative also for our Region as it would allow us to 

boost the organization of our regional activities, increase the level of cooperation and 

strengthen our collaboration with the other regions of the world, leveraging on our 

contributions to the organization. Whilst being grateful for your immediate feedback during 

these days, I would also like to call for a future virtual meeting to discuss amongst us the 

aim and scope of this initiative, aiming at reaching the necessary consensus which would 

allow the Region of Europe to present a consolidated Agenda for Europe document for 

discussion and adoption during the next Executive Council in Morocco and eventually 

present it for approval during the subsequent General Assembly taking place this October.    

As always, we will honour the principles of UNWTO, and advocate for the value of 

tourism as a driver for socioeconomic growth and development, and for its prioritized 

inclusion in national and international policies. The goal is to place tourism at the forefront 

of international relations and politics. 

Allow me to extend my wishes, for every success, to the future elected officials [Chair 

and Vice-Chairs] of our Commission, as well as to all the countries that will be elected in the 

various institutional bodies of this prestigious world tourism organization, the UNWTO.  
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Tourism is one of the most dynamic and labour-intensive productive sectors of our times 

and, indeed, one of the hardest hit by the global health crisis. 

Nevertheless, any major crisis can turn into a great opportunity, and this is the case 

now! 

It is only through collective action that we will be able to transform tourism, make it 

increasingly sustainable, responsible, and resilient for the years to come, for the benefit of 

our people and the coming generations. 
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