
                                                         
 
 
 
 

TECHNICAL NOTE 
 

The 15th UNWTO/PATA Forum on 
TOURISM TRENDS AND OUTLOOK  

 
15-17 October 2021 

Guilin, China 

 
 
 

A. AIM OF THE CONFERENCE 
 
In many places, the benefits of tourism, including enhanced employment  
and gender opportunities, have been concentrated in urban and coastal 
areas, contributing to an unequal territorial distribution of wealth and 
economic opportunities.  
 
Rural areas face increasing demographic challenges, particularly 
depopulation, lower income levels, a digital divide, decline in traditional 
economic activities and lack of economic diversity as well as scarce 
infrastructure, services and transport connectivity. Rural youth are one of 
the most vulnerable groups due to the lack of gainful employment and 
entrepreneurial opportunities in agriculture and related rural economic 
activities. At the same time, they are also the most crucial when 
addressing rural development. Nearly 1 billion of the world’s 1.2 billion 
youth aged 15-24 reside in developing countries and 88% of youth in 
developing countries live in rural areas; 75 million of them are 
unemployed. In addition, rural areas are highly vulnerable to the impact of 
climate change, which particularly affects indigenous people.  
 
Rapid urbanization across the world has also highlighted disparities with 
rural areas. According to the UN, by 2050 68% of the world population will 
live in urban areas and cities will produce 85% of global economic output. 
 



Tourism has proven to be a tool for economic diversification and a major 
employment engine with a multiplier effect on other sectors that contribute 
to rural development. Tourism can enhance the link between urban and 
rural areas, by spreading benefits of the sector. Tourism can also play a 
key role in rural development by tackling seasonality, reducing migration, 
fighting depopulation, protecting heritage and biodiversity, as well as 
creating opportunities for local communities.  
 
The contribution of tourism to rural development was recognized in 2020’s 
‘Year of Tourism and Rural Development’. 
 
Tourism in rural areas can particularly benefit traditionally disadvantaged 
groups such as women - who make up 54% of the workforce in the tourism 
sector compared to 39% for the whole economy - youth and indigenous 
people. Tourism is also an easy access sector for micro and small 
enterprises and for the self-employed, who make up a significant part of 
the tourism sector and community-level entrepreneurship in general.  
 
In addition, the COVID-19 pandemic has triggered rising interest from 
tourists looking for new experiences based around natural and rural areas 
in the open air, far from congested settings. This, combined with the 
already rising demand for more authentic experiences that offer stronger 
engagement with local communities, their culture, and products, as well 
as demand for a greener approach in all stages of the travel experience 
opens up immense opportunities for the economic, social and 
environmental revitalization of rural areas through tourism.  
 
To achieve this, investment, skills development, access to finance, 
infrastructure development, digital transformation, sustainable 
development, public-private community (PPC) partnerships, impact 
assessment, improved governance and women’s empowerment should 
be placed at the heart of the recovery plans for tourism in rural 
communities. This will help to build back better and stronger as well as 
enhance the sector´s contribution to achieving the SDGs. 
 
However, realizing these opportunities requires an integrated and 
sequential strategic approach to tourism for rural development with a long-
term vision towards 2030 and beyond.   
 
In view of the above, the 15th UNWTO/PATA Forum on Tourism Trends 
and Outlook will address the theme “Tourism and Rural Development” 
in its 2021 annual conference.  
 



Aiming to serve as a knowledge platform for National Tourism 
Administrations, National Tourism Organizations and Destination 
Management Organizations, government officials, NGOs, industry 
practitioners, and academics to share trends and insights, research 
findings and practices, this year’s forum intends to deliver on the following 
objectives: 
 
 

• Analyze the challenges and opportunities faced by the industry in 
the context of the pandemic, with a focus on tourism fostering rural 
development.   

• Exchange views on and prepare for the transition and 
transformation of tourism into a more sustainable, resilient and 
ethical development. 

• Share practices and strategies on tourism recovery with an 
emphasis on the promotion of domestic travel, staycation and 
community-based tourism.  
 

B. PARTICIPANTS 
 
The Forum is aimed at:  
 

− Representatives from National Tourism Administrations, National 
Tourism Organizations and Destination Management 
Organizations, dealing with research, trends and market 
intelligence.  

− Practitioners from tourism industries (airlines, transport services, 
accommodation sector, tour operators, destination marketers, 
digital media professionals, tourism consultancies, etc.).  

− Academics from research institutes and universities, and 
postgraduate/research students in tourism and hospitality. 

 

 

C. CONFERENCE FORMAT 
 

The one-day hybrid conference will cover: 
 

 

a) Keynote presentations, to feature on tourism recovery in 
worldwide destinations and foreseeable transitions or 
transformations of tourism into a future of sustainable, resilient, 
ethical and community-based development.    



b) Panel discussions, with an emphasis on tourism fostering 
rural/community development and short-haul destination 
marketing.  
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