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New COVID-19 Surges Keep Travel Restrictions in
Place

Madrid, Spain, 26 November 2021 - One out of five destinations continue to have their
borders completely closed as new surges of COVID-19 impact the restart of international
tourism. The latest research shows that still 98% of all destinations have some kind of travel
restrictions in place.

According to the UNWTO Travel Restrictions Report, 46 destinations (21% of all
destinations worldwide) currently have their borders completely closed to
tourists. Of these, 26 destinations have had their borders completely closed since at
least the end of April 2020. A further 55 (25% of all global destinations) continue to
have their borders partially closed to international tourism, and 112 destinations (52%
of all destinations) require international tourists to present a PCR or antigen test upon
arrival.

The research also shows how destinations are opening up to vaccinated international
tourists: 85 destinations (39% of all destinations worldwide) have eased restrictions
for fully vaccinated international tourists, while 20 destinations (9% of all destinations
worldwide) have made a full COVID-19 vaccination mandatory for entering a
destination for tourism purposes. However, just four destinations have so far lifted all
COVID-19-related restrictions completely (Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic
and Mexico).

UNWTO Secretary-General Zurab Pololikashvili says: “The safe easing or lifting of
restrictions on travel are essential for the restart of tourism and the return of the
social and economic benefits the sector offers. The trend towards destinations taking
evidence-based approaches to restrictions reflects the evolving nature of the pandemic
will also help restore confidence in travel while helping keep both tourists and tourism
workers safe.”

As in previous editions of the UNWTO Travel Restrictions Report research, this latest
report shows that regional differences with regards to travel restrictions remain. Asia
and the Pacific remains the region with the most restrictions in place, with 65% of all
destinations completely closed. In comparison, Europe is the most open global region
to international tourists (7% of borders completely closed), followed by Africa (9%), the
Americas (10%) and the Middle East (15%).
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The ongoing challenges posed by the pandemic further emphasises the importance
of national authorities ensuring that immigration procedures and requirements are
provided in a timely, reliable and consistent manner across all information systems
and platforms, to maintain confidence and trust and to further facilitate international
mobility.

Related Links:

UNWTO: Tourism and COVID-19

24th Session of the UNWTO General Assembly

UNWTO Eleventh Report Travel Restrictions
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https://www.unwto.org/tourism-covid-19
https://www.unwto.org/event/general-assembly-twenty-fourth-session
https://webunwto.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/2021-11/unwto-report-10th-report-on-travel-restrictions.pdf?joRqQuHPgj_daD7v2DVIVCsKNpTAnhj0=
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