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CONTENT OF THE CHAPTER 3

• General considerations in measuring the environmental dimension of tourism
• Geographical scale and frequency of compilation
• Estimating the tourism share of environmental flows
• Distinguishing the production and consumption perspectives
• Allocating environmental flows associated with transport activity
• Estimating indirect environmental flows

• Measuring the use of resources in tourism activity
• Measuring water resources used in tourism activity
• Measuring energy used in tourism activity

• Measuring the passive use of the environment in tourism activity
• Land accounts for tourism
• Accounting for ecosystem assets
• Accounting for wildlife and key species

• Measuring pressures and impacts on the environment through tourism
• Measuring GHG emissions for tourism
• Account for solid waste for tourism
• Other environmental flows

• Measuring activities of tourism industries aimed at improving environmental outcomes
• Environmental transactions related to tourism
• Employment in environmental activities



UPDATES FROM THE PREVIOUS VERSION

• Introduction of text upfront on general considerations such as estimating tourism 
share for environmental flows and distinguishing the production and consumption 
perspectives

• Reworking of content around four entry points:

• Use of natural resources (e.g. water and energy)

• Passive use of the environment (e.g. land use, ecosystems)

• Pressures and impacts of tourism activity (e.g. GHG emissions, solid waste)

• Activities to improve environmental outcomes (e.g. green jobs, environmental 
expenditure)



GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Is the chapter clear about what is understood to be sustainability from an 
environmental perspective? 

2. Are the current policy considerations for sustainable tourism with respect to the
environment adequately highlighted (e.g. concerning climate or biodiversity)?

3. Are the links between ecosystems and tourism sufficiently well covered?

4. Does the chapter provide adequate guidance on the allocation of environmental flows
(notably GHG emissions from passenger transport) from production and consumption
perspectives especially for analytical/policy demands?

5. What balance should be included between recommendations for direct data collection
and modelling of tourism/environmental relationships (e.g. with regard to embodied
water use in tourism products)?

6. Are any important environmental sustainability issues missing?


