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Country Profile……

Feature Statistics (2022)

Area 1,47,570 Sq. km

Total Population 169.83 Million

Density 1119 per sq. km

Annual Growth Rate 1.22%

Life Expectancy 72.8 (Male-71.2, Female-74.5)

Literacy Rate 74.6 (Male-76.56, Female-72.82)

GDP Growth Rate 7.10 (F.Y-2021-22)

Per capita Income USD$2793 (F.Y-2021-22)

Extreme Poverty Rate 10.5 (Estimated in 2018-19) 4



Father of the Nation

5Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman



qStatistical Act 2013
qNational Strategy for the 

Development of Statistics
qNational Tourism Policy 

2010 and other related 
Act

qTourism Destination 
Management Plan for the 
Bandarban Hill District, 
Bangladesh (2017 –
2027) and so on

Honorable Prime Minister 
H.E. Sheikh Hasina
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First ever Digital Population and Housing Census 2022
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Introduction
Tourism is a significant contributor to the global
economy, generating employment, revenue, and
development opportunities for many countries
worldwide. However, tourism can also have
adverse impacts on the environment, local
cultures, and socio-economic conditions, if not
managed sustainably. Therefore, measuring the
sustainability of tourism (MST) has become
increasingly important to ensure that tourism
development and operations align with
sustainable development goals and do not harm
the destination's long-term viability.Ratargul Swamp Forest, Sylhet
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Measuring the Sustainability of Tourism: An Overview

Measuring the sustainability of tourism involves
assessing the economic, social, and
environmental impacts of tourism development
and operations in a particular destination. The
MST framework seeks to establish a baseline of
the destination's current sustainability status,
identify areas of improvement, and track
progress towards sustainability over time. The
MST framework typically includes a set of
sustainability indicators that assess the
destination's performance in areas such as
environmental quality, social well-being,
economic benefits, and cultural preservation.
These indicators are often tailored to the specific
characteristics and needs of the destination.

Saint Martin Island, Bay of Bengal
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Why Sustainable Tourism Is Important?
Sustainable tourism is important for several reasons, Such as:

1. Environmental preservation: Sustainable tourism aims to minimize the impact of tourism on the environment. This
includes reducing pollution, conserving natural resources, and protecting wildlife and ecosystems. By adopting
sustainable practices, we can help preserve natural resources and protect the environment for future generations.

2. Economic development: Sustainable tourism can help support local economies and communities by creating jobs
and generating income. By promoting responsible tourism practices, we can help ensure that tourism benefits local
communities and economies in a sustainable way.

3. Cultural preservation: Sustainable tourism can help preserve local cultures and traditions. By respecting local
customs, traditions, and heritage, we can help promote cultural diversity and preserve unique cultural experiences
for future generations.

4. Social responsibility: Sustainable tourism promotes responsible travel practices, such as reducing waste, conserving
water, and respecting local cultures and customs. By traveling responsibly, we can help minimize the negative
impact of tourism on local communities and promote social responsibility.

Overall, sustainable tourism is important because it helps promote responsible travel practices, preserve natural
resources and cultural heritage, support local economies, and minimize the negative impact of tourism on the
environment and local communities.
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WHAT KIND OF INFORMATION DOES MST PROVIDE?
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How Important Is Tourism Sector for Bangladesh

• Tourism's contribution to the gross domestic
product (GDP) is estimated at 3.02 per cent by
the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS).

• In local currency, this amounts to Tk 76,690.7
crore. The sector also accounted for 8.07 per
cent of total employment, according to the
BBS's Tourism Satellite Account 2020, which
was based on the data of the fiscal year of
2018-19.
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Present Situation of Tourism in Bangladesh
Tourism in Bangladesh is a growing industry, but it is still in the
early stages of development compared to other countries in the
region. The country has diverse natural and cultural attractions,
including the Sundarbans mangrove forest, the Cox's Bazar beach,
and the ancient archaeological sites of Mahasthangarh and
Paharpur. However, tourism infrastructure and services in the
country are still relatively basic, and the industry is facing several
challenges, including:

Lack of Infrastructure: Bangladesh's tourism industry is
still developing, and the country lacks proper
infrastructure, such as transportation,
accommodations, and tourist facilities. This can limit
the growth of tourism in the country and make it
difficult for tourists to access and explore the
country's attractions.

Safety Concerns: Bangladesh has been affected by
political instability and security concerns, which can
deter tourists from visiting the country. However, the
government has taken measures to ensure the safety
and security of tourists, and the situation has
improved in recent years.

Limited Promotion: Bangladesh's tourism industry is not
well-known internationally, and the country has
limited promotion and marketing efforts to attract
tourists. This can limit the growth of tourism in the
country and make it difficult to compete with other
destinations in the region.

Buriganga River, Dhaka
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Most Popular Tourist Destinations of Bangladesh
Bangladesh has several popular tourist destinations, ranging from historical landmarks
to natural attractions. Here are some of the most popular tourist destinations in
Bangladesh:

1. Cox's Bazar: This is the longest natural sea beach in the world, stretching over 120
km along the Bay of Bengal. It is a popular destination for swimming, sunbathing,
and water sports.

2. Sundarbans: This is the largest mangrove forest in the world and a UNESCO World
Heritage Site. It is home to the Royal Bengal tiger, as well as other endangered
species such as the estuarine crocodile and the Indian python.

3. Srimangal: This is a scenic region known for its tea plantations, forests, and
wildlife. It is also home to the Lawachara National Park, which is a popular
destination for bird watching and hiking.

4. Paharpur: This is an ancient archaeological site in northern Bangladesh, dating
back to the 8th century. It is home to the ruins of a Buddhist monastery and a
UNESCOWorld Heritage Site.

5. Dhaka: The capital city of Bangladesh has several historical landmarks, including
the Lalbagh Fort, Ahsan Manzil, and the National Martyrs' Memorial. The city is
also known for its vibrant street food culture and colorful markets.

6. Rangamati: This is a hilly district in southeastern Bangladesh, known for its scenic
beauty and ethnic diversity. It is home to several indigenous communities, as well
as the Kaptai Lake, which is a popular destination for boating and fishing.

Overall, Bangladesh has a lot to offer to tourists, from its scenic natural attractions to
its rich cultural heritage.

Cow Cart Rural Bangladesh
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Government Initiatives to develop 
Sustainable Tourism 
Despite some challenges, the
government of Bangladesh has taken
several initiatives to promote tourism in
the country, including the development
of tourism infrastructure, the promotion
of eco-tourism and community-based
tourism, and the establishment of
protected areas to conserve the
country's natural and cultural resources.
The country is also taking steps to
improve visa procedures and to develop
marketing and promotion strategies to
attract more tourists to the country.

In recent years, Bangladesh has seen a
steady increase in tourist arrivals, and
the country has the potential to become
a popular tourism destination in the
region. However, it will require
continued efforts from the government
and the private sector to overcome the
challenges facing the industry and to
promote sustainable tourism
development in the country.

The government of Bangladesh has taken several initiatives to promote
sustainable tourism in the country. Some of these initiatives include:

Tourism Master Plan: The government has developed a Tourism Master
Plan that outlines the long-term vision and strategy for sustainable
tourism development in the country. The plan includes the
development of tourism infrastructure, the promotion of eco-tourism
and community-based tourism, and the protection of natural and
cultural resources.

Eco-Tourism: Bangladesh has many natural attractions, including the
Sundarbans mangrove forest and the country's many rivers and
wetlands. The government is promoting eco-tourism in these areas,
which involves responsible tourism practices that minimize the
impact on the environment and promote environmental
conservation.

Community-Based Tourism: The government is also promoting
community-based tourism, which involves the participation of local
communities in tourism development and the sharing of benefits
with local people. This can help promote social equity and provide
economic benefits to local communities.

Protected Areas: The government has established several protected areas,
including national parks and wildlife sanctuaries, to conserve the
country's natural and cultural resources. These areas are managed
with the aim of promoting sustainable tourism practices that
minimize the impact on the environment and support local
communities.

Capacity Building: The government is providing training and capacity-
building programs to tourism operators, local communities, and
government officials to promote sustainable tourism practices and
ensure the sustainable development of the industry.
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Short, Middle and long term plans in light of SDGs 
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Bangladesh Experiences in Measuring the Sustainability of Tourism

In Bangladesh, several initiatives have been taken to measure the
sustainability of tourism. One of the notable initiatives is the
Sustainable Tourism Certification Program (STCP) developed by
the Bangladesh Tourism Board (BTB) in collaboration with the
International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development
(ICIMOD). The STCP is a voluntary certification program that
aims to promote sustainable tourism practices among tourism
businesses. The program assesses the sustainability of tourism
businesses based on criteria such as environmental management,
community involvement, and economic viability.

Another initiative is the development of tourism indicators to
measure the sustainability of tourism. The Bangladesh Bureau of
Statistics (BBS) has developed a set of tourism indicators that
provide information on the economic, social, and environmental
impacts of tourism in the country. The indicators cover areas such
as tourist arrivals, employment in the tourism sector, and
greenhouse gas emissions from tourism activities.

Floating Guava Market, Barishal
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Tourism and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

• job and wealth creation, 
• Environmental protection, 
• cultural preservation and 
• poverty alleviation.

As one of the fastest growing economic sectors in the world 
tourism is increasingly recognized as a vital contributor to 

A well-designed and managed tourism sector can help 
• preserve the natural and cultural heritage assets upon which 

it depends, 
• empower host communities,
• generate trade opportunities, and 
• foster peace and intercultural understanding.Nevertheless, the growing number of people

travelling internationally and domestically each
year also poses growing challenges including those
related

• to greenhouse gas emissions,
• economic leakages,
• resource management or impact on local communities and
• cultural assets.
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Tourism Satellite Accounts (TSA) of Bangladesh 2020

Two large-scale household based sample
surveys namely (i) Survey on Domestic
Tourism and (ii) Outbound Tourism were
conducted during the month of March, 2020
with a structured questionnaire and face-to-
face interview. The proposed inbound tourism
survey was not implemented due to COVID-
19 pandemic. However, varied and essential
information on inbound tourism was collected
from different secondary sources. Based on
the data available from the surveys and others
secondary sources, the second Tourism
Satellite Accounts (TSA) of Bangladesh with
reference year 2018-19 was constructed. It is
to be noted that the first TSA of Bangladesh
was constructed with reference year 2011-12.

ü To describe the structure of a country's tourism activities;

ü To provide information on the importance of tourism by providing
macroeconomic concepts such as value-addition and tourism GDP.

ü Providing detailed information on tourism industry consumption
and how it is met by domestic supply and imports.

ü To provide detailed production accounts of the tourism industry,
information on employment, linkages with other productive
activities.

Objective

Sundarbans
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The 10 Tables of The TSA

Table 1:
Inbound Tourism 

Expenditure

Table 2: 
Domestic Tourism 

Expenditure

Table 4: Internal 
Tourism 

Consumption

Table 5:
Production Accounts

Table 3: 
Outbound Tourism 

Expenditure

Table 6: 
Domestic Supply and 

Internal Tourism

Table 7: Employment 
in Tourism Industries

Table 8: 
Gross Fixed Capital 

Formation

Table 9: 
Tourism Collective 

Consumption

Table 10: 
Non-monetary 

Industries Meghna River, Char Fashion, Bhola
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Purposes of Tourism Satellite Accounts (TSA)

• Measuring SDG related indicators
• preparing internationally comparable

and credible tourism accounts;
• Analyzing the economic importance of

the tourism industry including
determining output, value addition;

• To determine the contribution of the
tourism industry to employment;

• Measuring the productivity of the
tourism industry and comparing it with
other industries;

• Diagnosing the GFC of the tourism
industry;

Nijhum Dwip (Island), Noakhali, Bay of Bengal
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Survey
For preparation of TSA, three surveys mentioned
below are conducted;
• Domestic Tourism Survey (Household based

survey);
• Outbound Tourism Survey (Household based

survey); and

• Inbound Tourism Survey (Survey based on
international visitors to Bangladesh).

But due to the Covid-19 situation, it was not
possible to conduct a survey regarding Inbound
Tourism. Estimates are based indirectly on TSA
(Pilot) survey conducted in FY 2011-12. Meghna River, Char Fashion, Bhola
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Some Major Findings on Domestic Tourism

Types of tourism
Number of 
households 

reporting trip

Percentage of households 
reporting trip/ tourist 

households 
a. Only Same-day trip 547.78 1.39
b. Only overnight trip 8,367.61 21.23

c. Both (same day+ 
overnight trip)

16,909.87 42.90

Total 25,825.26 65.52

It is revealed from the following table that at national level, as much as
65.52% of total households reported to have completed at least one
domestic tourism trip (either same-day or overnight or both types of
tourism trip). Among the total tourist households, as few as 1.39% of
households undertook only same-day tourism trip, 21.23% of
households undertook only overnight tourism trip and remaining
42.90% of households undertook both types (same-day and overnight)
of tourism trip. It is obvious from the data available from this survey
that for the financial year 2018-19, as much as 65.52% of total
households were tourist households and remaining 34.48% were non-
tourist households.

Households reporting at least one domestic tourism trip
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Some Major Findings on Domestic Tourism

Visitor’s purpose Number of same-day  visitor Percentage distribution

Holiday, leisure and recreation 9,760.54 6.03
Visiting friend and relatives 66,833.80 41.26
Education and training 1,943.47 1.20
Health and medical 33,665.23 20.78
Pilgrimage and religious activities 3,908.54 2.41
Shopping 27,035.84 16.69
Business/ professional 8,248.95 5.09
Sports 237.54 0.15
Picnic 7,644.32 4.72
Others 2,699.26 1.67
Total 161,977.49 100.00

It shows that out of total same-day visitors, the highest
percentage (41.26%) of visitors undertook tours to visit their
friends and relatives. On the other hand, around 20.78% of total
visitors undertook tours for getting health and medical services
and 16.69% of total visitors toured for shopping.

Same-day visitors by main purpose
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Some Major Findings on Domestic Tourism

Major type of stay means the accommodation where the visitors
spent the maximum number of nights in an overnight trip. The
following table shows the percentage distribution of visitors by
major type of stay. It is obvious that the maximum number of
visitors (76.36%) stayed with their friends and relatives which
indicates that friend and relatives houses are an important place
of stay for visitors undertaken an overnight trip with in the
country.

Major type of stay 
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It is exposed from the following table that the month of December
generated the highest percentage (10.68%) of same-day trips, followed
by August (10.01%) and February (9.85%) respectively. On the other
hand, the same-day domestic trips were the least (6.28%) for the month
of November.

Like same-day trips, the month of December generated the highest
percentage (12.60%) of over-night trips, followed by June (10.30%) and
January (9.27%). The percentage of over-night domestic trips was the
least (5.90%) for the month of November, as was the case for same-day
trips.

Some Major Findings on Domestic Tourism
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Some Major Findings on Inbound Tourism
Year Foreign tourist 

arrival in 
Bangladesh

Percentage 
change over 

previous year

Non-Resident 
Bangladeshis 

(NRBs) Arrivals

Percentage 
change over 

previous year

International 
tourists arrival 

Percentage 
change over 

previous year

2015-16 166,207 - 918,091 - 1,084,298
2016-17 229,165 37.88 1,034,826 12.71 1,263,991 16.57
2017-18 284,826 24.29 1,159,351 12.03 1,444,177 14.26
2018-19 291,162 2.22 1,351,615 16.58 1,642,777 13.75

The following table shows that a total of 1.64 million inbound tourists
visited Bangladesh during the financial year 2018-19. Among them,
1.35 million (80.28%) were non-residents Bangladeshis (NBRs) and
0.29 million (19.72%) were foreign tourists. Moreover, it is revealed
from the following table that the international tourist arrivals in
Bangladesh have been continuing to grow from 1.08 million in 2015-16
to 1.64 million in 2018-19. On the contrary, it is equally evident that the
annual growth rate of international tourist arrivals in the country has
been decreasing gradually.

Inbound tourist arrival 
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Some Major Findings on Inbound Tourism
Mode of travel Average expenditure per inbound 

tourist (in TK.) 
Foreign tourist

Air 185,038.00
Land 38,193.00

Non-Resident Bangladeshi (NRB) 
tourist

Air 149,319.00
Land 61,367.00

Table shows the average inbound tourism expenditure per international
tourists by types of mode of travel. It is seen that the average inbound
tourism expenditure per foreign tourist was recorded at TK. 185,038
and TK. 38,193, respectively, for those who came to Bangladesh by air
and land. At the same time, average inbound tourism expenditure per
non-resident Bangladeshi stood at TK. 149,319 and TK. 61,367 for
those who proceeded to Bangladesh via air and land respectively.

Average expenditure per inbound tourist 
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Conclusion
Measuring the sustainability of tourism is essential to
ensure that tourism development is sustainable and
balanced with economic, environmental, and social
needs. In Bangladesh, the government has taken
several measures to promote sustainable tourism,
including developing a sustainable tourism
development plan, a sustainable tourism certification
program, and tourism indicators. These initiatives
provide a framework for measuring the sustainability
of tourism and promoting sustainable tourism
practices among tourism businesses. By measuring the
sustainability of tourism, Bangladesh can ensure that
its tourism development is sustainable, equitable, and
beneficial to both the local communities and the
tourism industry.
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Welcome to Bangladesh
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It was built to commemorate the martyrs of historic Language
Movement of 1952

Welcome to Bangladesh…..
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Welcome to Bangladesh…..

Paharpur Buddhist Temple Qusumbba  Masque

Natore Palace Lalbagh Fort Mosque
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Golden Temple in 
Rangamati

High Court in Dhaka Chhoto Shona Mosque in Chapi Nawabgaong

Kantazir Temple, Dinajpur

Welcome to Bangladesh…..
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Welcome to Bangladesh…..
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Welcome to Bangladesh…..
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Sundarbans, the largest single block of tidal halophytic mangrove forest in the world,
located in the southern part of Bangladesh.
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Sundarbans



Some National Symbols of    Bangladesh

National Flower

National Bird

National Animal

National Fruit
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Some National Symbols of    Bangladesh……..
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National Poet Kazi Nazrul Islam

World Famous Poet Rabindranath Tegore
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