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SEMINAR ON SUSTAINABLE INVESTMENTS:  
A STRATEGY TOWARDS COMPETITIVENESS 

 
Quito – Ecuador 

28 June 2023 
9:45h – 15:30h 

 
 

Provisional programme 
 

 
09:45 – 10:00h 

 
Welcome remarks  
 

• H.E. Mr. Zurab Pololikashvili, Secretary-General, UNWTO 

• H.E. Mr. Niels Olsen Peet, Minister of Tourism, Ecuador 
 

10:15 – 10:15h Presentation 1: "Tourism investment trends and opportunities in the 
Americas"  

 

• Mrs. Natalia Bayona, Director, Innovation, Education and Investments, UNWTO 
 

10:15 – 10:30h Presentation of the Tourism Investment Guide for Ecuador in the framework of 
the UNWTO-CAF agreement  
 

• H.E. Mr. Zurab Pololikashvili, Secretary-General, UNWTO 

• H.E. Mr. Niels Olsen Peet, Minister of Tourism, Ecuador 

• Mr. Oscar Rueda García, Tourism Director for Latin America and the Caribbean, 
CAF-Development Bank of Latin America 
 

10:30 – 11:15h Ministerial Panel: "Challenges, perspectives and competitiveness strategies 
that stimulate the sustainability of tourist destinations"  

 

Moderator: Mr. Gustavo Santos, Regional Director for the Americas, UNWTO 

 

• H.E. Ms. Sofía Montiel, Minister - Executive Secretary for Tourism, Paraguay  

• H.E. Ms. Madeleine Burns, Vice Minister of Tourism, Peru  

• H.E. Mr. Carlos Peguero, Vice Minister of Tourism, Dominican Republic (TBC) 

• H.E. Mr. Arturo Bravo, Vice Minister of Tourism, Colombia 

• H.E. Mr. Carlos Mercado, Minister of Tourism, Puerto Rico  

 

11:15 – 11:45h Coffee exhibition 

• Ecuadorian chef, barista and arte latte expert  
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11:45 – 12:15h Presentation 2: “Case studies of successful sustainable investments in the 
region”  

 

• Mr. Emilio Izquierdo Merlo, CEO, Maraey 

• Mr. Roque Sevilla, CEO, Metropolitan Touring  

• Mr. Juan Rodríguez Medina, Corporate Director of Marketing and Sales, GHL 
Hotels  

 

12:15 – 13:00h Investors’ Panel: “Tourism investments – opportunities for economic 
diversification and sustainability”  

 

Moderator: Mrs. Natalia Bayona, Director, Innovation, Education and Investments, 
UNWTO 

 

• Mr. Oscar Rueda García, Tourism Director for Latin America and the Caribbean, 
CAF-Development Bank of Latin America 

• Mr. Rogerio Basso, Head of Tourism, IDB Invest, Inter-American Development 
Bank  

• Mr. Francisco del Castillo Andrade, General Manager, Hotel Jama Campay, 
Ecuador 

• Mr. Richard Edwards, Managing Director, UnTours & Chief Marketing Officer, 
UnTours Foundation 
 

13:00 – 14:30h Lunch 

• Ecuadorian gastronomic experience and tasting 

 

14:30 – 15:15h 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Investor’s Panel: “Resilience: the key to sustainable tourism” 

 

Moderator: Mr. Juan C. Barrios, Economic Development Manager, fDi Intelligence, 
Financial Times 

 

• Ms. Melissa Rojas, Head of Venture Programs, Wayra Hispam, Telefónica   

• Ms. Daniela Peralvo Lupera, Co-founder & Co-CEO, IMPAQTO  

• Mr. Joan Passolas, Ambassador, Pan-American Confederation of Hotel 
Management Schools, Gastronomy and Tourism (CONPEHT) 
 

15:15 – 15:30h Closing and conclusions 
 

• Mr. Gustavo Santos, Regional Director for the Americas, UNWTO 

• Mrs. Natalia Bayona, Director, Innovation, Education and Investments, UNWTO  

 

 


