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Item 1. Welcome Remarks 

 

Mr. Michel Dubreuil, Chair of the MST Editorial Board, welcomed the participants and introduced the 

agenda. The new versions of the SF-MST chapters (except the social one) have been circulated and 

key issues will be discussed throughout the meeting, including from the input received from the 3 

research groups (on the spatial dimension, the allocation of environmental flows and the social 

dimension) that have completed very constructive work. The Chair introduced Mr. Raul Hernandez, 

the lead author of the spatial paper and Mr. Nico Heerschap, lead author of the social paper. 

 

Ms. Clara van der Pol shared that the UNWTO Executive Council (Dominican Republic, 16-18 May 

2023) highlighted the importance of the draft of the Statistical Framework for Measuring the 

Sustainability of Tourism. The UNWTO Executive Council expressed appreciation to the Expert Group 

on Measuring the Sustainability of Tourism for its pioneering vision and professionalism in leading the 

development of the Statistical Framework for MST. 

 

 

Item 2.  Chapter 1 Introduction: main updates and issues for discussion 

 

The Chair listed the main issues for discussion, being in relation to (a) coverage and structure of the 

chapter, (b) the content provided on the potential policy and analysis application of SF-MST, and (c) 

on the reference of relevant sustainable indicator initiatives. 

 

Group discussion: 

 

The Editorial Board welcome the revised structure and coverage. In terms of coverage, suggestions 

were made to add new paragraphs on the historical developments of tourism statistics and the 

limitations of SF-MST.   

The group mentioned several policy relevant themes that SF-MST could support to be added in section 

1.2, such as tourism’s contribution to employment and the resilience of the sector.  

The Editorial Board referenced key indicators initiatives to be added in Box 1 such as the OECD 

Competitiveness indicators, the OECD´s work on Review of Statistical Initiatives Measuring Tourism 

at Subnational Level, the EU Tourism Dashboard, and Eurostat Methodological work on measuring 

the sustainable development of tourism. 

 

 

Item 3. New Chapter 2 Overview of SF-MST: main updates and issues for 

discussion 

 

Mr. Carl Obst proposed a series of questions for Editorial Board consideration on the structure and 

coverage of the chapter, the extended description of the systems views, the sub-national 

measurement as well as on an initial list of potential indicators.  
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Group discussion: 

 

The Editorial Board welcomed this new chapter and noted the current coverage and structure as well 

as the extended content on the systems views provided in paragraphs 2.5-2.9.  

The Editorial Board appreciated the input provided by the MST Research Group on spatial areas, 

The Editorial Board recognized that considering the long-standing discussions on the need for defining 

local tourism destination – including overlapping jurisdictional or region areas (corridors), SF-MST 

should operationalize this concept by identifying key criteria. The Editorial Board also expressed the 

need to further clarify the concept of “other sustainability-related tourism areas” and its relationship 

with the local tourism destination concept. 

With regards to the list of potential indicators, suggestions were made to include the indicator tourism 

intensity (number of tourists per resident population), to try balancing as much a possible the number 

of indicators in each sustainability dimension – and in any case to acknowledge the equal importance 

of all dimensions.  It was also suggested to add a new column referring the indicators alignment with 

other global indicator initiatives (such as Biodiversity Post 2020 Framework, SDG etc.). 

 

 

Item 4. Chapter 3 on the economic sustainability: main updates and issues for 

discussion 

 

Mr. Carl Obst introduced the key questions to be discussed. They referred to the revised text in section 

3.1 aimed to clarify the connections between the economic dimension and other aspects of 

sustainability, the terminology to be used for the so-called sharing economy, and he recommended 

dropping the reference to tour operators. Additional questions were also related to the new section on 

the sustainability of tourism establishments, employment, Gross Fixed Capital Formation, tourism 

related government transactions and the sub-national measurement of the economic dimension.  

 

Group discussion: 

 

The Editorial Board highlighted that SF-MST should use existing terminology and not create new 

terms. Suggestions were made to use the ISIC terminology “intermediation services activities” to refer 

to platform tourism services or the so-called sharing economy, to use the common definition of green 

jobs and to use environmental goods and services sector (instead of green businesses). The Editorial 

Board agreed to not incorporate text on the role of tour operators specifically, as new types of 

businesses have been emerging in the last two decades. 

The Editorial Board noted that sections 3.4 to 3.7 are providing sufficient guidance at this stage of SF-

MST development. Suggestions were made to include an indicator on the number of establishments 

in tourism industries within or near a protected natural area, to clarify the adjustments to be made to 

obtain full-time job equivalencies, include monetary indicators (in local currency) on the amounts of 

government expenditures for tourism, according to the Classification of the Functions of Government 

(COFOG). 
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Item 5. Chapter 4 on the environmental sustainability: main updates and issues for 

discussion 

 

Mr. Carl Obst listed the main issues for discussion, being in relation to the attribution of environmental 

flows to tourism, the proposed indicator internal tourism GHG emissions, the connections between 

tourism and ecosystems, the employment in environmental activities and green jobs, as well as the 

measurement at sub national scale. 

 

Group discussion: 

 

The Editorial Board welcomed the input provided by the MST Research Group on Allocation of 

environmental flows to tourism.  

In terms of structure, the Editorial Board agreed to change the order of some sections, focusing first 

on measuring pressures and impacts, on measuring use of resources and considerations of tourism 

share will be moved to the end of the chapter.  

The Editorial Board noted some overlap between land accounts for tourism, accounting for wildlife and 

species, and ecosystems assets in the current text, and suggested to clarify their conceptual 

differences and data sources.  

Suggestions were made to incorporate the measurement of criteria gases (those that directly affect 

human health), such as: small particles, sulfur dioxide, nitrogen oxides, volatile organic compounds 

as well as an additional group of gases grouped in the Convention on Long-Range Transboundary Air 

Pollution (LRTAP), which aims to eliminate, mitigate and reduce transboundary air pollution.  

Suggestions were also made to clarify the units including spatial areas and economic units throughout 

the chapter. 

 

 

Item 6. Discussion on the chapter 5 on social sustainability 

 

Mr. Carl Obst briefed the group on the input provided by the Research Group on the social dimension 

and proposed a new structure for the chapter based on the group’s conclusions. It is proposed to focus 

on 4 perspectives: visitors, host communities, tourism supply and governance. For each perspective, 

SF-MST will indicate their relevance at national and sub national levels and will provide relevant 

statistical guidance, data sources and methods that would be required for measurement of the 

identified indicators. It is proposed to structure the social themes according to those that mainly impact 

tourism (impact on tourism) and those that tourism impacts (impact of tourism). 

 

Group discussion: 

 

The Editorial Board appreciated the input provided by the MST Research Group on the social 

dimension of tourism. The Editorial Board agreed to structure the chapter around the 4 perspectives 

as proposed by the Research Group. 

On the list of indicators, the Editorial Board agreed to take a pragmatic approach by retaining only 

feasible indicators and therefore some indicators will not be included (such as share of local products) 

and by avoiding any overlap with indicators from the other dimensions. Suggestions were made on 

additional indicators related to health, resident perception and rising prices in local tourism 

destinations. 
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Item 7. Next steps and wrap up 

 

The Chair highlighted the key dates and next steps of the MST roadmap. With regards to key dates, 

the Group agreed to provide written comments by Friday 2 June and to meet again on 28 June to 

discuss the comments of the consultation on the new version of SF-MST.  

The Chair warmly thanked the Editorial Board for its fruitful discussions and very active engagement.  
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