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Item 1. Welcome Remarks 

 

Mr. Michel Dubreuil, Chair of the MST Editorial Board, welcomed the participants and introduced the 

agenda.  

 

Before commencing the agenda of the meeting, the Chair reflected on the innovative work embodied 

in MST, through its coverage of all the sustainability dimensions and makes the connection between 

national and sub-national measurement. He noted that such an approach is not yet available for any 

other sector. This is reminiscent of the innovative work conducted 30 years ago in applying satellite 

accounting principles to tourism, which pave the way in the application of these principles to other 

sectors of economic interest. Today, tourism is once more acting as a pathfinder in leading the way to 

bring together statistical standards and other methods to measure sustainability. Considering that, the 

Chair conveyed that this work deserves wider communication by all the members of the Expert Group. 

In the same vein, Mr. Carl Obst mentioned that MST has been a groundbreaking initiative since 2016 

when the project started; and made a parallel with the current developments of the revision of the 

System of National Accounts (SNA) that will incorporate aspects on well-being and sustainability as 

part of its update in 2025. 

 

Ms. Clara van der Pol shared that MST has been featured as an example of an international effort 

aiming to go beyond GDP in the recent UN SG report Valuing What Counts. The report sets a path to 

develop metrics which complement GDP to ensure that what matters to people, the planet and the 

future is more fully recognized in decision making. SF-MST is showcased as a relevant sectoral 

approach that benefits from a targeted articulation of data needs and close partnership with 

policymakers and other data users. She also announced that UNWTO will hold a side-event at the UN 

High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (14 July in NY), with an important focus on 

MST. Finally, MST has been recognized in the policy framework of the recently held G20, named the 

Goa Roadmap for Tourism, as a vehicle for achieving the Sustainable Development Goals.  

 

The Chair also announced that Canada has released its new federal tourism growth strategy that 

supports and recognizes SF-MST as a critical initiative.  

 

 

Item 2. Chapter 5 Measuring the Social Dimension: main updates and issues for 

discussion 

 

Mr. Carl Obst highlighted that the new version of Chapter 5 on the social dimension aims to reflect the 

significant contribution of the Research Group on Measuring the Social Dimension. He listed the main 

questions for discussion, including consideration of the appropriate social theories to be used in the 

conceptual framing, the definition and measurement of the social dimension for host communities, the 

concept of tourism carrying capacity, as well as the measurement of the perspectives of the visitors, 

tourism supply and governance.  
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Group discussion: 

 

The Editorial Board welcomed the revised structure of the chapter, noting that some topics should be 

presented in a different order notably within the discussion of the visitor perspective. On the questions 

raised, the Editorial Board agreed on the following: 

- A footnote will be added mentioning the other social theory not reflected in the section 5.2.1 

and a definition of value system should be provided. 

- A more refined definition of the host community should be developed for MST, and the 

definitions of tourism intensity and density should be further clarified. 

- On measuring the tourism supply perspective, it was suggested to include aspects on 

education in tourism as well as inclusive employment opportunities that tourism provides to 

disadvantaged groups such as people with disabilities, low income, or low educational levels.  

- In terms of measuring wellbeing, it was suggested to take advantage of existing data sources 

such as health satellite accounts and the SEEA for objective measures, and household survey 

for subjective measures, recognizing that subjective measures are easier to collect at the sub-

national level rather than the national one. 

- Suggestions were made to keep the indicators as simple as possible, to avoid the use of 

composite indicators and to encourage a better and wider compilation of these indicators in 

national statistical offices from around the world. 

 

 

Item 3. New chapter 6: Complementary topics 

 

The Chair introduced the possibility to develop a new chapter 6 that will cover complementary topics 

in line with previous tourism statistics manuals, such as in the IRTS1, MSITS2, and the SEEA EA3.  

The chapter could cover the following topics: (i) quality and metadata, (ii) institutional arrangements, 

(iii) implementation, (iv) introduction to a range of potential applications and extensions as well as (v) 

an introduction to the research agenda.  

 

Group discussion: 

 

The Editorial Board agreed with the inclusion of this new chapter as well as the proposed 5 topics.  

In term of title, suggestions were made to consider also “Supplementary topics” as in the IRTS 2008. 

The Editorial Board agreed that section on quality and metadata will summarize the key requirements 

in this space and expand upon the introductory remarks on quality in chapter 2.  

The section on institutional arrangements will recommend enlarging the traditional inter-institutional 

platform for tourism statistics, to include arrangements with other Ministries (environment, social 

affairs, labour, planning, transport etc..), and with other relevant institutions and agencies including 

those at sub-national levels and academia.  

The section on implementation will expand upon the introductory message in chapter 2, 

recommending implementation in a modular way based on policy priorities and circumstance. It should 

also mention the future development of an SF-MST Compilation Guide, the need for capacity 

development, and future data collection for international comparability purposes.  

 
1 International Recommendations for Tourism Statistics 2008 
2 Manual on Statistics of International Trade in Services 2010 
3 System of Environmental-Economic Accounts Ecosystem Accounting 
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The introduction to a range of potential applications and extensions will cover some key topics such 

as the links between direct-indirect-induced effects and business level reporting (including mention of 

the forthcoming ESG framework for tourism businesses).  

The Editorial Board also agreed to include an introduction to the research agenda that will ultimately 

take the form of a living document.  

Finally, the Editorial Board also highlighted that the chapter should be short (5-10 pages max).  

 

 

Item 7. Key dates and wrap up 

 

The Chair highlighted the key dates and next steps of the MST roadmap. With regards to key dates, 

the Group agreed to provide any additional written comments on the social chapter by Friday 7 July. 

The next meeting of the MST Editorial Board will take place physically in the margins of the MST 

Expert Group meeting (19-20 Sept, Marbella, Spain). 

The Chair warmly thanked the Editorial Board for its fruitful discussions and very active engagement.  
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