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Agenda

1. Welcome remarks - Mr. Michel Dubreuil, Chair of 
the MST Editorial Board

2. Updates on the MST process - Ms. Clara van der 
Pol, Director, a.i, Statistics Department, UNWTO 

3. Results of the SF-MST global consultation – Mr. 
Carl Obst, UNWTO Expert

4. Key dates and wrap up – Mr. Michel Dubreuil, 
Chair of the MST Editorial Board



Global Consultation: Key aspects
• Consultation run in October/November

• Over 60 responses

Type of comment Number of responses

Highly enthusiastic support expressed 21

In conformity, without any comment 20

Request implementation and compilation support 23

Presentation or editorial comments 9

Technical comments 24

Not supportive 0

From US response: “Development of the SF-MST would be an incredible step in providing data to decisionmakers to make informed, 
actionable decisions around reducing travel and tourism’s contributions to climate change, and developing a more sustainable, inclusive 
industry. The National Travel and Tourism Strategy includes "Fostering Resilient and Sustainable Travel and Tourism" as one of its four pillars, 
and development of the SF-MST will be pivotal to establish a foundation for statistics on the economic, social, and environmental 
sustainability of tourism. The work of the UNWTO to create the framework should be lauded, and the adoption of the SF-MST is an 
impressive step in creating a common language to measure tourism and destination sustainability. “



Technical comments: Ch 2 – Key features
2.1 Request to highlight the role of and impact of tourism on different values and
beliefs

This is an important issue that can be highlighted as relevant but explicit measurement
is not envisaged. EB direction requested

2.2 Request to develop definitions and classes for tourism products (e.g. eco-
tourism).

This was discussed but will not be advanced from a statistical perspective pending
further discussion within the tourism community.

2.3 Request to clarify the potential for tourism specific sites in the spatial framework. Additional content will be included
2.4 Request to better highlight and explain the role of SF-MST in the context of
natural disasters

Additional content will be included

2.5 Request to consider the role of digitalisation as part of the sustainable tourism
agenda

EB direction required

2.6 Request to better highlight links to existing work (e.g. EU and OECD) on spatial
data

These links are noted in the text but additional content will be developed in
compilation guidance recognising also the global coverage of SF-MST

2.7 Concern that the various indicators will not be comparable. This indeed is a challenge but one that faces all measurement. Compilation guidance
intends to support comparability building on the common framework of SF-MST.

2.8 Concern about the potential effects of the new ISIC Rev5 (and NACE) While there may be some implications for tourism statistics these will be considered
more generally following the forthcoming expected adoption by UNSC.

2.7 Request to explicitly identify cultural indicators in the proposed indicator list EB direction required
2.8 Request to move away from a capital framing as it is not appropriate for
statistical purposes.

Given other support for use of a capitals approach in other comments no general
change is proposed. However, where refinements can be made to the description these
will be incorporate.

2.9 Request to better reflect sex/gender aspects in the tables, especially in Chapter 5. Suggestions to be considered for inclusion.
2.10 Request to better highlight and incorporate the concept of carrying capacity. Some additional content will be developed but the measurement of carrying capacity is

considered an application of the data organized following the SF-MST rather than a
specific output of SF-MST.

2.11 Request to prescribe indicators for reporting purposes. It has been agreed this is not the role of SF-MST and a separate process is underway to
consider this topic.

2.12 Request to better explain the application of nested systems in MST including the
interpretation of Figure 2.1

The current text will be reconsidered to improve the description.



Technical comments: Ch 3 - Economic
3.1 Request to refine discussion on the measurement of stocks of assets
especially recognising seasonal variation

Additional content will be included

3.2 Request to clarify the application of concepts of tourism characteristic and
tourism connected activities at sub-national level

This will be considered and additional content will be included. EB direction
welcome

3.3 Request to reduce the level of granularity concerning number of trips and
also focus on arrivals rather than trips

Propose to retain the current treatment

3.4 Request to clarify and make more consistent the use of terms tourism
industries, activities and establishments

Improvements to the content will be included. EB direction welcome

3.5 Request to include reference to management of nature as a tourism industry The current set of tourism industries has been established through IRTS and
TSA:RMF and will be retained. However a mention of the relevance of this activity
can be incorporated in the text (also in Chapter 4)

3.6 Request for further explanation of the concepts of tourism collective
consumption, tourism taxes and subsidies and the links to sustainability.

Additional content will be included.

3.7 Request to clarify whether large businesses as >100 employees is
internationally agreed

EB direction welcome



Technical comments: Ch 4 - Environmental
4.1 Request to provide more explicit mention of a complete range of air pollutants Additional content will be included

4.2 Request to provide an improved description of environmental pressures and
impacts (and their attribution to jurisdictions), in particular concerning biodiversity

Additional content will be included

4.3 Request to recognise the link between cruise ships and water use Additional content will be included
4.4 Request to refine and improve the discussion of ecosystems and biodiversity in
relation to tourism

Range of detailed suggestions will be taken on board, noting that consistency will be
maintained with expression of concepts in the SEEA EA

4.5 Concern raised on the potential to identify meaningfully the tourism
component of environmental flows

This is likely a compilation challenge but the underlying conceptual basis is
considered appropriate.

4.6 Request to better reflect various compilation challenges in the compilation of
environmental flows and refine the presentation of the tables

The various suggestions will be considered in re-drafting.

4.7 Request to discuss the potential to estimate environmental/restoration costs Additional content on the potential to record these costs will be included.

4.8 Request to improve the content concerning EGSS and related material on
environmental transactions

Range of detailed suggestions will be taken on board.

4.9 Request to clarify the discussion of the allocation of environmental flows in
Annex 4.1

Range of detailed suggestions will be considered in re-drafting.



Technical comments: Ch 5 - Social
5.1 Request to recognise the role of Tourism Collective Consumption
expenditure in relation to the social dimension

Additional content will be included

5.2 Request to explicitly recognise indigenous and first nations perspectives and
cultural matters generally in relation to host community perspectives

Additional content will be included. Link to discussions in Ch 2.

5.3 Request for more detail on the perspectives of tourists This is a legitimate request but will be placed on the research agenda as part of
anticipated further work on collecting such data.

5.4 Request to clarify the different effects of the extent of the period of
reference

Not sure - see specific comment below

5.5 Request to better consider effects of scale in considering links between local
effects and national effects (e.g. in relation to income and employment)

Additional content will be included. EB direction welcome

Concerning comment #5.4, the specific comment was: “Table 5.2 and §5.43: We recommend introducing the concept of the extent of 
the period of reference. The number of events per year is larger than the number of tourists that insist on a destination. Instead, 
on a monthly basis, the number of events and visitors is quite similar. So, tourist indicators should be accompanied by trip (or 
s.d.v) indicators when the period of observation is longer. Please insert this consideration if possible.” 



Questions and discussion



Key dates

20 December The MST Editorial Board to provide any written comments and 
input to the comments of the Global Consultation and proposed 
changes

December – beginning of 
January 2024

MST Editor to incorporate the comments received from the 
global consultation into SF-MST

10 January 2024 The MST Editorial Board will receive the SF-MST with track 
changes

Week of 15 January 2024 
approx

MST Editorial Board to refine and agree on the SF-MST changes 
The UNWTO Committee on Statistics will receive the final draft 
SF-MST

Week of 22 January 2024 
approx

Submission to UN Statistical Commission Secretariat of the 
background document containing SF-MST + report on the global 
consultation

27 Feb – 1 March 2024 55th session of the UN Statistical Commission
- Tourism statistics is item for decision 4(a)
- MST side-event (date and time tbc)

From March onwards Preparation of the publication of SF-MST (editing and design)

Autumn 2024 5th meeting of the Expert Group on MST 
20th meeting of the UNWTO Committee on Statistics


